ENGLISH  AND WALES BLIND GOLF
HANDICAP POLICY 

This policy is based on the I.B.G.A. Handicap policy and is effective from the 1st January 2020.

1. CALCULATION OF HANDICAP
1.1
The player’s handicap shall be determined by averaging the difference between the gross score and course rating for the course for the latest Qualifying Rounds as follows, Based on the WHS calculations in effect from 01.01.2020.
	Number of Qualifying rounds in scoring record
	Qualifying Round(s) to be used in calculation of Handicap.
	Adjustment

	3
	Lowest 1
	-2.0

	4
	Lowest 1
	-1.0

	5
	Lowest 1
	0

	6
	Average of lowest 2
	-1.0

	7 or 8
	Average of lowest 2
	0

	9 to 11
	Average of lowest 3
	0

	12 to 14
	Average of lowest 4
	0

	15 or 16
	Average of lowest 5
	0

	17 or 18
	Average of lowest 6
	0

	19
	Average of lowest 7
	0

	20
	Average of lowest 8
	0


1.2.
Where less than 3 Qualifying Rounds have been played the player will not be allocated a handicap under this System and will not be eligible to play in an IBGA sponsored Nett event.
1.3.
When the result of averaging is point 4 or less the Playing Handicap should be the rounded down figure. If the result is point 5 or more the rounded up figure should be the Playing Handicap. For example if the average is 17.5 the Playing Handicap will be 18.
1.4.
The gross score for a Qualifying Round shall be adjusted where a player scores higher than a nett double bogey on a hole or holes in that round. For example if a player has a handicap of 36 that player receives two shots on each hole. If on a par 4 hole that player scores 10 the gross score shall be deemed to be 8, i.e. a double bogey on a par 4 would be 6 plus the two shots received. The score of 10 should be adjusted downward to 8 in these circumstances.
1.5.
In a competition using the Stableford scoring system each hole on which no points are scored should be deemed to have the score of a nett double bogey. A deemed gross score can thereby be established for the whole round.
1.6
For determining a starting handicap using four cards the same procedures as above should be used.
2. QUALIFYING ROUND
2.1
A Qualifying Round shall be any round of golf played in a tournament which is sanctioned by EWBG where the player’s card is marked by another competitor in the same competition or an appointed marker.
2.2
A Qualifying Round must be played on a golf course with a course rating of at least 66.
2.3
An incomplete round or a no return will not count as a Qualifying Round.  An exception is a Stableford round for which provision is made at 1.5 above.
2.4
Where a player is disqualified the card may count as a Qualifying Round if there is an ascertainable gross score for the round.
2.5
With permission from the EWBG Handicap Secretary, the following rounds may be counted as Qualifying Rounds
i) Rounds played in competition with sighted golfers.
ii) Rounds played on a designated date.
The cards must be signed by a marker with an official local handicap accompanied by a letter or email verifying the playing of the round signed by an official of the host golf course.
2.6
A Member may play two (2) Qualifying Rounds as in 2.5  above in their first year of membership. 
2.7
A golfer deemed by the Handicap Secretary to be isolated by distance may count up to two (2) Qualifying Rounds as in 2.5 above within a two (2) year limit. Signed cards and letters should be submitted to the EWBG Handicap Secretary.
2.8
A golfer with 10 Qualifying Rounds may not use Qualifying Rounds as defined in 2.5 above
3.       HANDICAP LIMITS

The maximum handicaps for players shall be as follows unless otherwise stated;


B1
54 for men and 63 for ladies


B2
45 for men and 54 for ladies


B3
36 for men and 45 for ladies

4.     New Members

The Handicap Secretary will give new EWBG members an inactive handicap until an IBGA Playing Handicap based on the 3 Qualifying Rounds as in Section 1 above is achieved.

Although they may play in all competitions, receive order of merit points they would not win the trophy or prize, until they have played the four rounds and received an IBGA handicap.

The above would not apply to the Matchplay. The organiser of the event and handicap secretary could agree to a new member playing.

5
Ladies
In competitions run by EWBG, Ladies will receive additional shots calculated by the difference in the men’s and ladies SSS.  Any adjustment that results in a playing handicap above the maximum Exact Handicap shall be applied for competition purposes only.  The above is based on using the men’s card.

6
Other

Blind Golf, is governed by the rules laid down by the R&A.  The R&A has a Modification of the Rules of Golf for Golfers with Disabilities. Additionally, use, by players of any optical device (binoculars, monocular or DMD) is prohibited.
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